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The Deep Logic and Governance Orientation
of the Evolution of Structural Issues in China's Higher Education:
An Analytical Perspective Based on" Structural Accretion"

Liu Guorui, Chen Haojie

Abstract: Structure has always been a focus in both the academic and the practical fields of China's higher education, and it
is also the key to building a strong and excellent higher education system in the new era. This article draws on the theory of
" structural accretiort’ in higher education proposed by Neil J. Smelter, and combines the core perspective of historical insti-
tutionalism to analyze the evolutionary logic of disciplinary and professional structures in universities in Northeast China since
the founding of the People’'s Republic of China. Research has shown that higher education in China has a typical characteristic
of" structural accretion”, which is influenced by factors such as national and local adaptive needs, government— led structur-
al adjustment mechanisms, and the tension between the expansion of university knowledge development and the conserva-
tism of disciplinary organizations. To solve this problem, it is necessary to better coordinate the relationship between the na-
tional and local governments, as well as among the government, the market and universities, promote the standardization of
discipline governance within universities, and use comprehensive reform of higher education to drive the structural adjustment
of higher education.

Key words: leading country in education; higher education structure; disciplinary and professional structure; structural ac-

cretion
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