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Typological Differentiation of Higher Vocational and

Technical Educational Institutions : International Historical Observation

Trend Analysis, and Practical Implications

QU Yi
( Liaoning University, Shenyang 110136, China)

Abstract ; Vocational and technical education institutions are an important part of the modern higher education system and the main

form of organization for training high — level technical and skilled personnel. An inspection of the international historical process of the

typological differentiation of vocational and technical education institutions in the higher education system reveals their historical organi-

zational form as corporates, specialized vocational schools, colleges of applied technology, and non — university higher education insti-

tutions. In addition, the inspection also shows their co — evolution with general academic education institutions. In the process of differ-

entiation, higher vocational and technical education institutions have seen a trend towards specialisation of teaching activities, syner-

gisation of the general and vocational education systems, and integration of scientific research. Based on international historical re-

search and analysis of development trends, the higher vocational and technical education institutions in China have been inspired to re-

inforce the teaching staffs, explorethe institutional system for the integration of general education and vocational education, and deepen

the institutional function of scientific research.

Key words : higher education; vocational and technical education; institution differentiation



