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Analysis and Reconstruction of Motive Mechanism of China’s Higher
Education Reform

WANG Shaoyuan
(Liaoning University, Shenyang 110136)

Abstract: Since the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China, China’s higher education reform has been carried out in an all-round way and deepened continuously. It
has generally experienced four development stages: initial exploration, key advancement, comprehensive promotion
and comprehensive deepening. The motive mechanism of reform generally presents the characteristics of national
action which focus on government—led and policy—driven. While effectively guaranteeing the economic and social
development and the leap—forward development of higher education, there are also problems such as the excessive
administrative power, insufficient legal restraint, insufficient attention to the main body status of universities, as
well as inadequate market role and weak endogenous motive force of reform. Faced with the new contradictions,
new strategies, new tasks and new requirements of the new era, it is significant to improve the government’s
ability to govern higher education with the goal of good governance, give full play to the market—driven role by
the core of efficiency, fully activate the endogenous driving force of university reform with the emphasis on power
restitution, and construct an overall driving force model of higher education reform based on synergy.
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